
The Blue School Curriculum 
 

Our curriculum strives to give our students a social and academic belonging.  It prepares students to 

become part of our community by providing them with the knowledge, skills and language that we all 

adopt.   

The key principles of our curriculum are summarised below, together with examples of where they can 

be found: 

 We believe that it is important for students to experience a breadth and range of carefully 

selected stories.  This experience allows them to contextualise their understanding, through 

examples, of key events, places, people and terminology. 

Examples include: 

o Maintaining a very broad curriculum throughout KS3 until the end of Year 9 

o Allowing four option choices at KS4 beyond a strong core curriculum, with a wide choice 

o At post-16, supplementing the academic programmes with the EPQ, volunteering and 

other programmes 

 

 We believe that students need to experience the breadth that comes from different types of 

learning.  In particular, students should be given the opportunity to explore creativity to enable 

them to approach problems in a variety of ways. 

Examples include: 

o The prominence in curriculum time and choice given to art, design, textiles, drama and 

music 

o An emphasis on the design processes undertaken as part of any creative construction 

o A flexibility with the option choices KS4/5 to follow a more focussed creative pathway or 

to mix with other choices 

o An exceptional range and scope of extra-curriculum activities that supplement the 

subject-based knowledge 

 

 We believe that the development of literacy should be embedded in the subject matter studied 

by the individual student.  Students learn terminology through context and the context matters. 

Examples include: 

o An importance given to the study of Religion & Philosophy to help understand the 

context of language 

o Essay construction across literature based subjects 

o The development of key terminology in science that allows students to join the scientific 

community 

 

  



 We believe that learning is iterative.  The experience of learning is unlikely to be linear, but 

requires students to connect understanding within and across subjects.  Our curriculum should 

allow them to do so. 

o Connecting historical understanding and the development of literature in examples such 

as Victorian Britain or WW1 

o The importance of staging in drama to enable understanding of Shakespearian texts 

o The use of experimentation in science corresponding with trial processes in DT 

 

 We believe that student understanding of the metacognitive processes, sometimes implicitly and 

sometimes explicitly, will help them to understand their own learning. 

o Problem-solving in maths that helps students understand which mathematical process 

to use 

o Peer review in PE that enables students discuss the learning of another 

o Self-assessment and review through DIRT activities 

 

We believe that this curriculum supports students to overcome disadvantage by giving them this breadth 

of stories and understanding, widening their vocabulary and allowing them to access the academic 

processes. 

We believe that we should model the student experience, in our curriculum design and our teaching, by 

ensuring we review the evidence available to us, from outside and within school, and apply the best 

examples of evidence-based approaches. 


